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In the A.5 latrina, layer A.5:006 on top of LB (6th-early 7th c.) soil A.5:013 was choked with large
worked building stones, probably collapse. A.5:006 touched EB (4th-5th ¢.) walls A.5:002, 003, 014, and
covered the entire square (thickness ¢.0.45 m). It was relatively rich in occupational remains: over 200 sherds
(LB sherds of ¢.565-636 dominated, Early Islamic being the latest), polished bone fragments, a carnelian bead,
ivory fragment, ceramic tile fragments, and about 100 tesserae. Within were two small pits: one, A.5:010, was
entirely sterile, while pit A.5:012, apparently a campfire, contained considerable burned wood, ash,
charcoal, and a few Early Islamic sherds. Along the N baulk A.5:011, a crudely constructed wall of roughly
dressed blocks (3 courses, height 0.78 m) rested on Early Islamic soil layer A.5:006, abutted the EB (4th-5th c.)
partition walls, and should date to the Early Islamic period. Since the installations of the latrina (A.5:008,
009, 018) were higher than layer A.5:006, they could still have been in use in the Early Islamic period, but the
wall collapse in A.5:006, which sealed ‘campfire’ A.5:012, suggests that the room had lost its original
function. Layers A.6:009 and 011, which overlay LB (6th-early 7th c.) floor A.6:012, touched wall A.6:002,
and covered the entire square (combined thickness 0.13 m), also contained Early Islamic as the latest sherds.

This evidence implies an Early Islamic occupation of the castellum. Surface A.1:007 and curb
A.1:009 suggest that the road N of the castellum continued in use. Room 2 (A.6) and the latrina
(A.5) were probably occupied in this period, the latter at least until the wall collapse of
A.5:006. The construction of wall A.5:011 indicated some minor architectural remodeling of the
latrina, while the ‘campfire’ (A.5:012) suggests domestic use. Other evidence of Early Islamic
stratification may have been removed during the substantial occupation of the Late Ottoman-
Mandate period.

Gap in occupation ¢.800-1900

The complete absence of any stratification between the Early Islamic stratum and the Late
Ottoman-Mandate stratum remains points to the virtual abandonment of the castellum from
¢.800 to 1900, corresponding to a widespread abandonment of the whole site. No pottery from
the Fatimid or Early Ottoman periods was found. Only a very few Ayyubid-Mamluk sherds
hint at a possible transient use of the castellum in ¢.1200-1500. The abandonment may have
lasted into the 20th c., since Butler reported no sedentary inhabitants of the site in either of his
visits (1904 and 1909).

Late Ottoman-Mandate (c.1900-1946)

All squares contained material of this period. Above the Early Islamic road surface (A.1:007), subsoil
A.1:005 and topsoil A.1:001 extended from the castellum enclosure wall (A.1:003) to the ‘corral” wall

(A.1:002). These and the two uppermost soil layers (A.1:004, 006) north of the corral wall all contained Late
Ottoman pottery and appear to be the result of natural accumulation.

More substantial stratification was found within the castellum, especially from the courtyard probe
(A.4). Topsoil layer A.4:001 and soil layers A.4:003, 004, 005, 007 all contained Late Ottoman pottery and a
number of modern objects. Within A.4:003, a roughly laid flagstone pavement constructed of well cut but
irregularly shaped blocks (over the entire square, thickness ¢.0.15 m) contained several iron fragments, bullet
cartridges, and a French army button. These confirmed the oral testimony of our older workmen that this
pavement had been used as a platform for tents by French soldiers during the 1920s. Beneath A.4:003, a
crudely built wall (A.4:006) comprising a single row of rounded uncut stones survived in only one course.
This wall extended from the E baulk to abut the LB (6th-early 7th c.) wall A.4:002; it was flanked by Late
Ottoman soil layers, A.4:005 on the N and A.4:007 to the S. Because soil layer A.4:008 (under A.4:005) served
as the foundation for wall A.4:006 and contained Late Ottoman pottery, wall A.4:006 also must be Late
Ottoman. Under A.4:008, soil layer A.4:009 contained a heavy concentration of ash with numerous pockets of
charcoal and several blackened potsherds (Late Ottoman being the latest), indicative of Late Ottoman
campfires prior to the construction of the platform for tents.

In Room 8, most of several superimposed soil layers (A.3:001, 004, 006) alternating with layers of rock
tumble (A.3:005, 007) were probably the result of ceiling collapse; these all yielded Late Ottoman pottery.
Considerable animal manure and several modern objects (an iron clamp from A.3:005; a metal lock and
harness from A.3:006) support the contention of the workmen that this room had been used by the French and
later by the Druze as a stable. In A.3:007 (over LB [6th-early 7th c.] A.3:009) was an infant burial, c.10-14
months old at death, of relatively recent date.
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In the latrina, above Early Islamic layer A.5:006, soil layers A.5:001, 004 (together 0.6 m deep) choked
with large cut stones contained some Late Ottoman pottery, although Early Islamic sherds were dominant.
From A.5:001 came a sea shell medallion and a fragment of polished marble, and from A.5:004 a broken coin of
uncertain date (chapt. 12 no. 10) and a bracelet.

In A.6 beneath the topsoil (A.6:001), most of 5 superimposed soil layers (A.6:003, 004, 005, 006, 007)
contained Late Ottoman pottery. A.6:003, 004 contained ash, rock tumble, bones, glass, and plaster fragments;
A.6:005 (under A.6:004) was heavily strewn with ash and charcoal; under it A.6:006, 007 were filled with
tumbled building stones. It appears that an initial phase of wall and ceiling collapse (A.6:006, 007) was
followed by use of the room for a campfire or ash dump (A.6:004, 005), which ended with further wall
collapse (A.6:001, 003). Over 1 m of collapse was removed from the surface prior to initial excavation.

Based on the excavation results and oral accounts of the workmen, it was possible to divide
the occupation of this period into three major phases:
A (1925-28). French Army encampment. A unit of the French Army was stationed in the
castellum while delineation of the border between the French Mandate of Syria and the
British Mandate of Transjordan was being negotiated. The flagstone pavement of A.4:003 and a
large platform in the S sector of the courtyard (significantly, not mentioned by Butler) were
constructed for tents. A curbed walk led from the gate to the S platform, and several rooms, such
as room 8 (A.3) and room 28 in the N range of rooms, were used as stables.
B (early 1930s). Druze occupation. Migrating S from Syria, a group of Druze moved into the
castellum (and other parts of the town) and remained for several years. Several rooms
continued in use as stables, and the infant burial of A.3:007 was apparently theirs. The Druze
eventually either returned to Syria or moved farther S into Jordan.
C (late 1930s). Bedouin occupation. A family of the Sura tribe moved into the chapel on the E
side of the castellum and began converting it into a domestic residence. This activity resulted in
considerable robbing of stone from the E enclosure wall of the castellum, but was unfinished
when the family was evicted by the Palestine Department of Antiquities. These were the last
known inhabitants of the castellum.

Much of the material cannot be assigned with confidence to any particular phase. Some of
its remains may even date to the period before the Mandate, when Butler noticed transient use
of the site by bedouin; newly-born camels were raised within the shelter of the walls each
spring, and this activity may have provided the modern name for the site, Umm el-Jimal,
‘mother of camels’ (PES II: 150).

Conclusion

The 1977 excavations in the castellum achieved the basic goals of dating the structure and
reconstructing its occupational history. The sequence of occupation suggested by surface sherding
was largely substantiated by the soundings; this suggests that surface sherding of individual
structures within a much larger settlement may be fruitful.

Subsequent excavation in 1981 revealed a previously undiscovered and much larger Tetrar-
chic castellum in the NE sector of the city (see chapters by Groot, Toplyn and de Vries in a later
volume). Its replacement by our castellum, a fort less than 20% the size of the Tetrarchic
castellum, implies a sharply reduced garrison at Umm el-Jimal in the early 5th ¢. Unfortunate-
ly, our soundings yielded relatively little artifactual evidence to document the cultural life of
the garrison or to settle the issue of a possible monastic conversion. The clear evidence of Early
Islamic occupation here is paralleled elsewhere within the town, and there seems to have been
no sharp break heralding the Muslim conquest. The abandonment of the castellum after the
Early Islamic period until the 20th c. also parallels the history of the site as a whole.





